% : 
- 


00 
/ 


* 


N 


A DISCOURS E 


ADDRESSED TO THE CONGREGATION 
AT THE CHAPEL 
IN ESSEX STREET, STRAND, : 


ON RESIGNING THE PASTORAL OFFICE 


AMONG THEM. 


BY THEOPHILUS LINDSEY, MA. . 


". 


. \ * 
> N ; * 
— Ü—— III — 
0 BY e 


e 


1f now we think, and judge, and act better than many in 
. farmer times, it is owing to our ſuperior advantages, by _ 
. Which our minds have been enlightened and enlarged; 
for which we ought to be ever thankful, thinking modeſtly 
of ourſelves and giving God the glory, 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


THIS diſcourſe, it will be ſeen, was at firſt intended 
to have been delivered from the pulpit; but I have 
Changed my purpoſe, becauſe I found myſelf too 
tenderly Impreſſed with taking leave of ſo many 
indulgent friends to be capable of perſonally ad- 
drefling them with any tolerable degree of vigour, 
and becauſe I alſo wiſhed the influence of its prin- 
um not to have only a momentary effect, 

nor its weight to Wen . 
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DISCOURSE, &c. 


MATT. vi. 10. 


THY KINGDOM COME, 


BRETHREN and beloved friends, as many of 
you moſt juſtly are, whoſe attachment and affec- 
tionate regards I have long experienced! Having 
attained to the term of life, (a) when the human 
faculties naturally loſe their vigour and decay; 
and being in the 20th year of my happy ſervices 
as your miniſter, in which a much longer period 
hath been allotted me by divine providence than 
I looked for; it is now time to withdraw, and 
meet the unavoidable infirmities of nature in 
a private ſtation, And if I may not be wholly 
uſeleſs therein, it will compleat the innumerable 
bleſſings with which my life has been crowned ; 
of which the greateſt of all, is a capacity and 
opportunity of being ſerviceable to others, and 

| n eſpecially 

(a) The days of our years are threeſcore years and ten. 
Pſ. xc. 10, 


( 4 ) 
eſpecially in promoting, the cauſe of truth and 
virtue. 


Fot theſe reaſons I quit my e among you, 
' as your paſtor, and founder of this chriſtian 
church, being the firſt eſtabliſhed on profeſſedly 
unitarian principles, our worſhip being directed 
and confined to the one God and Father of the 
univerſe, excluſively of all other perſons or be- 


And I leave you with ſatisfaction, under the 
perſuaſion that the good work falls into the 
more vigorous hands of one diſpoſed to your 
particular ſervice, of whoſe valuable qualities and 
abilities you have had ample proof for ſeveral 
years; and may his name be diſtinguiſhed in 
the bright liſt of thoſe who ſhall bring many to 

righteouſneſs ! ! | | 
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Not a few friends have very warmly and 
earneſtly preſſed me to remain in my ſituation, 
on any terms that might be eafy to me; and I 
could have entertained no doubt of your con- 
tinued Kindneſs and indulgence to the end of 
want of health might have made necellary ; ; 
nor of the readineſs of my collegue, Dr. Diſney, 
to do all . I could not diſcharge, with 
acceptance 
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acceptance to you. But I could not have felt 
eaſy under it myſelf, from a principle, which I 
have always conſidered as juſt, not to take the 
wages of another man's labour, And therefore 
I chuſe to make my retreat, before an incapa- 
city comes on for doing that part, which J have 
thought myſelf bound both by __ and incli- 
nation to fulfill, 


As I am happy in the recollection never to 
have ſpoken to you from this place, but with 
an anxious deſire to propoſe what might throw 
ſome light into the mind, and reform and regu- 
late the heart and affections; it is my ardent 
wiſh now, to impreſs you with a ſenſe of the 
importance of the principle by which we diſ- 
tinguiſh ourſelves from other chriſtians, and of 
the obligations which it lays upon us to the 
practice of piety, integrity, benevolence, and 
all virtue, 


And ] flatter myſelf, that the part of the ad- 
mirable prayer, taught us by our divine maſter 
Jeſus, - prefixed to my diſcourſe, will eaſily 
furniſh us with ſuch a train of reflections, as 
may anſwer theſe ends. 


. THY 
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THY KINGDOM COME, 


Tux kingdom of God, or rather perhaps as 
it might better be here rendered, the reign of 
God, that ſtate of things in which God reigns 
over and directs the hearts of mankind ; implies, 
and involves in it, the full ſucceſs of the goſpel, 
of that doctrine from heaven, which Chriſt 
had juſt then begun to promulge ; in its pro- 
pagation through the world, and all mankind 
being brought to receive and obey it, for their 
preſent peace, and final everlaſting happineſs, 


It is language borrowed from, the ancient 
hebrew prophets, who deſcribe the glorious 
ſtate of things, which was to take place under 
the future Meſſiah, as of the Almighty himſelf 
coming down, and reigning upon earth. O 
thou that bringeſt good tidings to Zion, get thee 
up into the high mountains; O thou that bringeſt 
good tidings to Feruſalem, lift up thy voice with 
Arengtb; lift it up, be not afraid; ſay unto the 
cities of Judah, behold your God! Behold the 
LorD God will come with a ſtrong hand, and his 
arm ſhall rule for bim: behold, his reward is 
with bim, and his work before him. He ſhall 
feed his flock like a ſhepherd ; be ſhall gather the 

lambs 
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lambs with his arms and carry them in bis boſom, 
and ſhall gently lead thoſe that are with young. 
Ifaiah. xl. 9.— 11. Not that they underſtood 
this in a literal ſenſe, as ſome chriſtians have 
miftaken and miſapplied the words; but that God 
would. come in the perſon of his great meſfenger © 
and prophet, who was to ſpeak and act in his 
name, and by an extraordinary power from him. 

So the jews themſelves interpreted this language. 
For after our Saviour had raifed the widow's | 
fon to life, we are told, that there came a fear 
on all; and they glorified God, ſaying, that 4 
great prophet is riſen up among us : and, that God 
hath viſited bis people. Luke vii. 16. | 


Our being injoined daily to pray to God 
for the coming of his kingdom, gives us the 
fulleſt aſſurance of this momentous, conſoling 
truth, that the goſpel is the peculiar care 
ho 22 of heaven; that God attends to it's 
muſt prevail, Intereſts, being the means em- 
ployed by him to inſtruct and reform man- 
kind, and to fit them for himſelf and for future 
felicity. As it is here intimated, and'in other 
places declared, that the goſpel ſhall in due 
time be preached with effect throughout all na- 
tions, we cannot have the leaſt ſhadow of 
doubt of its accompliſhment. It is the cauſe 
of the God and holy govertior of the world, 
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and muſt prevail. And we have reaſon to be- 
leve from the ſacred. writings (4), what we 
might otherwiſe preſume to be the fact, that 

the whole plan of his providence reſpecting 
this world of our's, is conſtrued and ordered 
with a view 0 it, 


| " 1 as men's minds are informed, 
and their lives made virtuous by the means 
and motives of the goſpel, the kingdom of 
God is eſtabliſhed among them. And we muſt 
conſider ourſelves happy in the degree, in which 
we are the ſubjects, and the inſtruments of this 
kingdom; as we are righteous ourſelves, and 
labour to bring others to righteouſneſs, | 
| x | l) 
"IT 
(85) By him were all things created that are in heaven, 
and that are is earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be 
5 thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers ; all 
things were created by him, and for him. And be is before 
all things, and by him all things con. Coloſſ. i. 16. 17. 
This has been very improperly referred to the creation of 
the material world; as has been ſhewn by many. But it 
has in fact à more important meaning, viz. that the 
Divine, Being, had a view. to the coming of Chriſt, and 
the promulgation of the goſpel, from the formation of the 
world, and in all his. diſpenſations reſpeQing the govern- 
ment of it. All the powers of) the world, and all the 
' Changes and revolutions. in it, will be made ſubſervient 
6 to this great delign. See Hebrews i. 2. 
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IT May ſtartle ſome perſons, and fill their 
minds with doubt, whether the goſpel be thus 
an object of the Almighty's regard; when 
they reflect, that now, after that near 1800 

Its fucceſ+ to years are elapſed, it has made ſo 
be gradual. ſmall progreſs; not at all known 


in a great part of the globe, and producing 
ſo little of the fruits of that eminent virtue 


that PE be expected from it, * it is 
. 


But theſe ge diſtruſful aa Guin? in- 


tirely from our blameable ignorance, and in- 


attention to the ways of God; which, although 
they are not to be fathomed by our narrow 


line, yet much is to be learned concerning 
them, that is within our reach 


We are no where taught, that the hea- 
venly doctrine of the goſpel would be retained 
and preſerved in that purity with which it was 
originally delivered, or that it would go on 
from its firſt ſmall beginning, without inter- 


ruption, to ſpread itſelf uniformly over all the 


nations of the earth. The very reverſe is to 
be gathered even from this petition, which 
we are injoined daily to offer to our Maker; 


namely, that there would be oppoſition and 


(e) 


obſtructions to the propagation of this divine 
religion, which would operate for an inde- 
finite time, and be fo powerful as to make it 
needful to apply continually for the aſſiſtance 
of heaven to be able to overcome them. 


In other places, our Lord explains himſelf 
more particularly concerning this event; eſpe- 
cially in his prophetic parables. The kingdom 
- . of beaven, ſays he, Matth. xii. 24. is likened 
unto à man which ſowed good ſeed in his field. 
But while men ſlept, his enemy came, and 
 fawed tares among the wheat, and went his way. 
But when the blade was ſprung, and brought 
forth fruit, then appeared the tares alſo. So the 
| ſervants of the bouſebolder came and ſaid unto 
him, Sir, didſ thou not ſow good ſeed in thy 
Feld? from whence then hath it the tares ? He ſaid 
unto bim, an enemy bath done this. The ſervants 
then ſaid unto bim ; wilt thou" then that we go 
and gather them up? But be ſaid, nay; left while 
ye gather up the tares; ye root up alſo the wheat 
with them. Let both grow togetber until the 
barveſt; and in the time of harveſt I will ſay 
to the reapers; gather ye together firſt the tares, 
and bind them in bundles to burn them: but 
| gather the wheat into my barn. 


lere is beautifully ſhadowed out ſuch a pre- 
diction of the corruptions of chriſtianity, and 
wo 3 5 
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of the difficulties with which its true profeſſors 
would have to contend, as ſuppoſes the exiſtence 
and long continuance of a ſtate of darkneſs and 
depravity ; ſuch as has actually taken place for 
many ages, and ſtill ſubſiſts, 


It is, however, a very ſtriking circumſtance 
in the conduct of divine providence, with re- 
ſpect to its diſpenſations of light and moral 
improvement to mankind, that they ſhould ſo 
little and ſo tardily anſwer their end, as we 
we think; and we cannot at times help being 
diſturbed at it. But as we ſee, that good is 
manifeſtly the object of the whole plan of 
things, both in the natural ſyſtem, and'in the 
divine moral government, and that many partial 
evils lead to, and terminate in good, we are 
ſufficiently authorized to conclude, that this is 
the caſe with regard to the continuance of thoſe 
evils, which the goſpel is deſigned to remove. 


Perhaps the following remark upon what does 
in fact take place, may give ſome ſatisfaction in 
this reſpect. We ſee, for inſtance, in the two 
revelations that he has made of his will to man- 
kind, that Almighty God gives out his truth at 
firſt plain and ſimple ; not miraculouſly inter- 
poſing to change the minds of men to fit them 
for its reception, but leaving it to be variouſly 

entertained 


fan i. | 

_ entertained by them, according to their diffe- 
rent apprehenſions, capacities, prejudices and 
paſſions ; whereby it becomes unayoidably per- 
verted and corrupted. In procefs of time, in 
the ordinary courſe of providence, eminent per- 
fons are raiſed up, filled with an ardent zeal for 
. God's honour, and benevolence to their fellow 
creatures; who, beholding theſe enormities, 
which deform the fair face of true religion, and 
deſtroy all its efficacy; regardleſs of dangers 
and ſufferings, labour and become ſucceſsful in 
, opening the eyes of many, and turning them to 
the truth. And thus trial is made of men's 
true characters; they are drawn out and exer- 
ciſed; and many are formed to the pure love of 
God, and a more exalted virtue, than they 
would otherwiſe, and in a more tranquil ſtate of 
h . have attained. 


Anon the things that have principally ob- 
ſtructed the progreſs of the goſpel, and driven 


eMac?” __ many away from it intirely, jews, 


progres of the heathens, mahometans and chriſ- 


— the mal , 
2 


* * tians, in former times and now, is 
preme God, and the introduction of more Gods 
vpe bin. than one, by putting Jeſus Chriſt, 
| the heavenly teacher of our religion, upon a 


level 
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level with the ſupreme Being, whoſe meſſenger 
he was, (c) deifying and worſhiping him. 


A brief hiſtory of the long and laſting cor- 

ruption of ſo fundamental a doctrine of the 

\ goſpel as the unity of God, and of its revival 

after a ſeemingly total extinction of it, will be 

uſeful to confirm you in the truth, and to draw 
others out of ſo deplorable an error. 


We cannot conceive how any better methods 
could have been deviſed, or language more 
plain and determinate uſed, at that early period 
of the world, to convince a whole nation, that 
there was but one ſingle perſon who was God, 
and to be worſhiped by them, Jehovah, - the 
(c) This corruption of the true ſcripture doctrine con- 
cerning Chriſt, became the ſource of other corruptions 
without end. When chriſtians had brought in a ſecond 
God into their religion, to find out ſome employment for 
him, they began to maintain, that God, the Father of all, ' 
was a Being of ſtern and rigid juſtice, inexorable towards 
thoſe who had violated his holy laws ; and that therefore 
it was neceſlary, that one of equal dignity with bimſelf 
ſhould interpoſe, and ſuffer and die (mon/trous. thoug bt ! 
in the ſinners ſtead, to appeaſe the Father's diſpleaſure, 
and reconcile him to them. On this wild corrupt ſtock 
were grafted the doctrines of vicarious puniſhment, of 
atonement, of repentance not being ſufficient of itſelf to 
recommend his penitent creatures to their Maker, of 
the little value of good works, &c, &c. 
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God of their forefathers, than we find exem- 
plified in the records of the divine dealings with 
and communications to the Iſraelites, delivered 
by Moſes, (d) andpreſerved to this day. Never- 

theleſs 


- (4) Look back now on the plan of the hebrew ritual, 
and you will find, that it nat only teaches the unity of 
God, that there is but exe ſupreme ; but it alſo teaches an 
unity of worſhip, or that no inferior beings are to be 
honoured with any act of religious worſhip. The ritual 
* . knows no ſuch thing as inferior divine worſhip ; allows no 
ſuch thing as hero worſhip : no temple ; no altar; no ſa- 
crificez no feaſts ; no adoration, no conſulting of oracles, 
or departed ſpirits, hy any kind of rites or ceremonies ; 
none of theſe are allowed, but are expreſsly forbid by it; 
and every part of worſhip or divine honour is moſt care- 
fully appropriated to Jehovah alone, declaring his honour 
to, be as incommunicable to any creature, as his ſelf exiſt- 
ent nature. Hence the hebrew law repreſents Jehovah as 
| jealous of his honour : I am the Lok p, (Jehovah) zhat is 
my name : and my glory will I not give unto another, nei- 
ther my praiſe to graven images. Iſaiah xlii. 8," Every 
part of worſhip, directed by the ritual to the worſhip of 
Jehovah, is underſtood a part of that glory due to his 
name. Hence there is a general law; And in all things 
that I have ſaid unto you, be circumſpet and make no men- 
tion of the names of other Gods, neitber let it be heard out of 
thy mouth. Exod. xxiii. 12. A Rational of the Ritual of 
the Hebrew Worſhip, by Moſes Lowman. p. 329. 330. 
—N.B. If this work of this valuable author were put into 
the hands of youth, it would contribute to prevent that 
early ſcepticiſm, and unlearned contempt for the hebrew 
ritual and worſhip, which is ſo common ; and would ſhew 
the harmony of deſign between the two divine lawgivers, 
Moſes and Jeſus Chrift. 
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theleſs the books of this their divine lawgiver,, 


and their whole hiſtory written by themſelves, 
(which by the way is no ſlender proof of their 
fidelity, and of the authenticity of the record) 
witneſs throughout, to their own everlaſting re- 
proach, how ſoon, and how frequently they 
turned aſide from Jehovah to the worſhip of the 
falſe gods of the nations around them. To 
this they were allured by that worſhip, giving 
encouragement to, and being accompanied with 
all kinds of lewdneſs and exceſs. For their 
minds were groſs and ſenſual, ſunk and debaſed 
by their long ſlavery in Egypt, and unapt for, 
and averſe to the thought of a holy God, ſecretly 
preſent with them, and they were glad to attach 


themſelves, and pay their devotions to objects, 
nearer their own level and character, which gave 


them no diſturbance in their vices. And it was 
a leſſon, that nothing but the ſevereſt diſcipline, 
conſiſting of the plaineſt inſtructions and remon- 
ſtrances, and heavy and long continued judg- 
ments, could effectually inculcate upon that 


people, that Gop is ſtrictly ons; (e) and that 


there are no rivals near his throne, to inter- 
| | cept 

(e) Chriſtians have indeed found out for the jews, a 
ſecond and a third God, or two new ſehovahs, in their 
hebrew ſcriptures, over and above Jehovah, the creator of 
heaven and earth, whom alone they have always worſhiped, 
But Moſes and all the prophets «cknowlegs but one 
| ſingle 
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cept the homage due to him from all-his rational 
offspring. But from the time of their captivity 
in Babylon to this hour, to their honour, they 
have never deviated into the worſhip of falſe 
gods, either of the gods of the heathens, or of 
the gods of the chriſtians, . whom they 
ve n. ene 
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Thus were the Iſraelites taught che divine unity. 
With reſpect to the diſpenſation of the goſ- 
pel, Jeſus Chriſt, the prophet of Nazareth, the 
firſt great preacher of it, and his apoſtles, being 
jews, were educated in this doctrine of their 
fathers, and of their ſacred writings, the ſtrict 
unity of God; and. moſt zealouſly attached to 
it. Every word and action of our lord 8, re- 
corded by his apoſtles, aſſures us of this point, 
of his deep ee and piety to God, and his 

_ reverence, 


. angle perſon, whoſe 1 was EY and Who was 
to be worſhiped by them. And the contrary doctrine of 
chriſtians, the holding of more Gods' than one; has been 
one great hindrance'to the converſion of that people to 
_ chriſtianity. What rational mind, that has a true concern 
for the goſpel, but muſt lament to ſee a late amiable 
Biſhop, Dr. Horne, head of a great college in one of our 
univerſities, not only maintaining the Old Teſtament to 
teach three divine perſons, which are three gods ; but 

actually making Jeſus Chriſt to be the Lord Gid, the God 
of Iſrael, the Lord of hoſts, the object of the prayers and 
praiſes in the Pſalms ? See Section xiv. xv. of Viudiciæ 
Prieſliianæ, or an Addreſi to the Students of Oxford and 
Cambridge. | * 1 
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reverence for, and attachment to the law and 
directions of Moſes, in this reſpect. Moreover, 
he uniformly ſpeaks of himſelf, as a man, as 
merely one of the human race, but highly fa- 


voured and diſtinguiſhed by the heavenly Fa- 
ther. | 


And that the apoſtles conſidered their maſter 

Jeſus, ſimply, as à prophet, mighty in ward and 
deed; a man approved of God, by miracles and 
wonders and figns, which God did by bim, 
Acts 11. 22. whom God raiſed from the dead; 


is too well known to you all, to require any proof 
to be given you of it. | 


| And this doctrine being taught ſo uni- 
formly, and with ſuch plainneſs and authority 
by the ſirſt preachers of the goſpel, was long 
retained by ordinary chriſtians, who kept to 
plain facts, without any PER or refine- 
ment 32 them. 


3 The beginning The gart defection from this true 
* "ak a 6, ſcripture doctrine concerning Chriſt, 
ture dofirine con. 18, known, and very generally aCc- 
mm Chrif. Knowleged to have taken its riſe 
from certain philoſophic notions of ſome learned 
men, very early converts to the goſpel ;- which 


were _ ſuch a kind, that they could not endure, 
*'C „ 
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( 18 ) 


the thought of ſo great a perſon as Chriſt, the 
founder of ſo divine a religion, having any 
alliance with (/ matter, and particularly being 
liable to painful ſufferings and death; and 
therefore they took upon them, of their own 
accord, boldly to aſſert, that he was of an 
higher origin than any thing human, and had 
only the appearance of humanity, not the 
reality. In direct oppoſition to theſe miſtaken 
chriſtians, the apoſtle John, with whom they 


- were contemporary, ſtrenuouſly aſſerts, what he 
could not but certainly know, that his divine 
- maſter, Jeſus (g), had fleſh and blood like 


other men, and felt and ſuffered, as they did. 
After being ſo expreſsly condemned, upon re- 
F cord, 


(0 A branch of their dofrine was, that matter was in 
itſelf dark, evil, impure. They could not allow, there- 
fore, that a pure emanation of the Deity, ſuch as they 
preſumed Chriſt to be, could have any connection with ſo 
impure a ſubſtance as a human material body, and therefore 
invented this ſolution of the difficulty, that he was man in 
appearance only, not in reality.” Apology on ne | 
the vicarage of Catterick, p. 155. 


- (g) Emery ſpirit that confeſſeth that Jeſus Chriſt is come in 
1. is of God. And every ſpirit that confeſſeth not that Jeſus 


brit is come in fleſh, is not of God. And this is the fpirit 
of antichrift, &c. 1 Job: iv. 2. 3. For many deceivers are 
entered into the world, who confeſs not that 72 %% Chrift 
i come in fleſs. is is 4 deceij ver, and an antichriſt. 


2 Joh. 7. 
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cord, by ſuch high authority, we read little after- 
wards of this fanciful opinion concerning Chriſt. 


The comple But almoſt at the ſame time, an- 
pred, nt other idea ſprung up in the minds 
of theſe ſpeculative chriſtians, who were not con- 
tent with a ſaviour of mere human extraction; 
which was, that to the real fleſh and blood, or 
proper humanity of Chriſt, which they could 
not reject, there was ſuperadded another di- 
ſtinct part, properly divine; at firſt held to be 
ſubordinate to the one God and father of all, 
but, in proceſs of time, maintained to be equal 
to him. This opinion aroſe at firſt from a dif- 
ferent. 28 of philoſophy, chat of the fol- ; 


5 - Apd Foes the fume ſource, 2 third divine Per- 
ſon was taken into their religion, as being alſo 
equal to the Father, viz. che holy ghoſt, or holy 
ſpirit; although, in the ſcriptures, the term 
ſignifies only, God himſelf, or his divine in- 
 fivence and gifts (5. oommunicated to bis crea- 
tuxes of mankind, | And thus was a trinity, a 
| een amen which is 

C | 
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ſation, in Dr. ee Urn 
nn 


„ 
nothing leſs than a plurality of wen b intro- 
duced into chriſtian * 4 


And in time, objects of worſhip multiplying, 
as was naturally to be expected, to Chriſt there 
was added his mother Mary; who ſoon became 
| dignified with the title of queen of heaven; 
and thele, with a large nurnber of male and 
female ſaints; uſurped almoſt all the regards of 
chriſtians; and the one only living and true 
God, the only proper objekt of chriſtian wor- 
flip, as he cho alone 18 able to hear and anſwer 
our prayers, was wholly overlooked. 


Wrote 3 iel ” 


Pon the firſt Roman eee who 
embraced the chriſtian faith, and others after 
him, received it in this moſt moſt impure 
ſthte. *Alt the great Churches every where 
were intétted with it, as well as the church of 
Rome? Ana” thus all- power on earth; tem- 
poral Aut «piritual, * was combined to ſupport 
this antichriſtian ſyſtem; and accordingly it 
a ſpreack elf over all dhe chriſtian world, few 
daring," to oppoſe it, and choſe who dared, not 
being ſüffercd to live“ S0 that judging by ap- 
pearances, the pure doctrine of the goſpel, and 
the worſhip. correſponding. to it, were in al 
of: n nn ene 7 0 BGG: 
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When, after ſeveral ages of darkneſs, many 
abuſes: were rectified at the period of the Re- 
formation, the moſt diſtinguiſhed of thoſe con- 
cerned i in it, in all countries, retained this great 
radical corruption of the deity and worſhip ot 
Chriſt, and of a trinity, and were inſtrumental 
in enforcing it, by the moſt violent and cruel 
methods. The ſcriptures however being now 
tranſlated into the mother- tongue of each | 
country, and thus acceſſible to ordinary chriſ- 
tians, who were not blinded by the pre} judices 
and ſyſtems of the learned, the doctrine of one 
God, and of Chriſt being a man only, ſo 
plainly there declared, ſtruck their minds ſo 
forcibly, that many of theſe in our own and other 
countries, boldly ſtood forth againſt the com- 
mon doctrine; and if they had had fair play, 
and been allowed to publiſh their reaſons with, 
out reſtraint, ſo rapid was their progreſs and 
ſucceſs, that I believe, any other doctrine. but 
that. of the ſupreme father of all being God 
by himſelf alone, would long before this time, 
have been no more heard of in this country. 
But they were ſoon ſilenced, and others de- 
terred from joining them, by their being burnt 
alive, or buried for life in e # oj 

Indeed tin eminent perſon, and — 
Fauſtus Socinus, who was a principal reſtorer 
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of che doctrine of the one God, and of Chtif 
being only one of the human race, was kindly 
_ received in Poland, although at times he there 
experienced very cruel uſage ; and his numerous 
followers found an aſylum in that country, 
But in a few years they were forced to quit 
that retreat, and became diſperſed into different 
countries. And for almoſt the whole of the 
two laft centuries, this true church of Chriſt, 
| has been, as it were, in the wilderneſs ; having 
no fixed and allowed habitation, no place of 
reſt any where. But it exiſted in the ſcriptures, 
and in the hearts of many truly enlightened 
chriſtians in all countries, though legally to- 
lerated i In none. ems 
Aſter this long and ſevere trial, which would 
have exterminated any principles that were not 
founded in truth, our eyes, my friends and 
brethren, hive been-happy in ſeeing, and our 
ears in publicly hearing the revival of this long 
loft truth. Its deep and Concealed root hath 
begun to put forth vigorous branches, which 
are extending themſelves in all directions, and 
unqueſtionably will in time cover the whole 
earth. And we, in this country, which by 
the kind providence of the Almighty, and a 
mild government, have hitherto enjoyed more 
1 liberty than other nations, have been 
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a principal means of this great and glorious 
change in the ſtate of things ; which however, 
it is to be obſerved, has come to paſs, not by 
ſupernatural, (for that was unneceſſary,) but 
by natural means and inſtruments, under the 
direction of a wiſe and benevolent providence, 
which governeth all things. 


And ſo thorough an examination has the 
doctrine of the unity of God, and ſimple hu- 
manity of Chriſt undergone, particularly at the 
end of the laſt, and during the preſent century, 
when the moſt learned and able of the trini- 
tarians have engaged in oppoſition to it, yet 
without any effect on the ſerious, unintereſted, 
and unprejudiced ; that It can have nothing 
now to fear from the force of argument. 
Reaſon, the ſcriptures, and every conſideration 
that hiſtory can furniſh, are clearly in its 
favour. | 


It will be well, if this clear light and know- 
lege concerning the true God, and Chriſt, in 
Fe 8 jo pars on the ſacred writings, may ſpread 
| Phe cauſe of atheiſm itſelf both at home and abroad; 
—_ iy amen for we need to have recourſe 
to no other cauſe of the total rejection of chriſ- 
tianity, and even the Atheiſm, that has long 
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prevailed among the learned clergy and laity in 
Italy, and of more late date in France, than 
the ſingle corruption of chriſtianity in the wor- 
ſhip of Jeſus Chriſt, as the moſt high God ; 
although many other cauſes concur. 


Let any one conſider that perſons in theſe 
countries, being diſcouraged from it, never look 
into the ſacred writings, to ſee what they really 
contain ; but take it for granted, as they are 
told by authority, that they teach the religion 
publicly held forth: 

- Alfo, that from their earlieſt youth they are 
trained up to worſhip as the ſupreme God, a 
man who was crucified in Judea ; that this God, 
under the form of a piece of bread, or a wafer- 
cake, liable to be eaten by mice and inſets, is 
in the. moſt ſolemn act of their religion, held 
up to be worſhiped by them, and actually eaten 
(i) by their * that he is kept in a box, 
and 

(i) Dr. Whitby, in his Irriffo Dei panarii Romanenſ/ium, 
i. e. the deriſion of the Breaden God, worſhiped in the romiſh 
church; ſhews, that this church declares the hoſt to be the 


chriſtian's God, and requires all, chriſtians to worſhip it 
with the worſhip which peculiarly * to the God of 
heaven. 9 

It was a natural conſequence of the eſtabliſhment of ſuch a 
+ devine, as a branch of Chriſt's religion, which is related by 
| this 


} 
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and at particular times- carried about in the 
ſtreets, when all who happen to meet him, are 


bound, on pain of . to kneel down and 
worſhip him: | ef 


Nothing more ſeems neceſſary to create a 
diſbelief and horror of- ſuch a-religion, if this 
be the chriſtian religion, in the breaſts of thoſe _ 
who believe it to be taught in the en ſcrip- 

tures; 


this learned and eminent divine ; that ** Averross, a learned 
Arabian, who flouriſhed about the 11th or 12th century, 
when this portentous doctrine firſt obtained in the chriſtian 
world, could not forbear to brand it in this ſort ; I have 
inquired into all religions, and have found none more fooliſb 
than the chriftian's, becauſe that very God whom they wor- 
ſhip, they with their mouths devour; and thus he con- 
.cludes, Becauſe the chriftians eat what they worſhip, let 
my ſoul go to the philoſophers! p. 14. 15. 


A fine writer and moſt valuable perſon in our own times, 
obſerving, how much we owe to thoſe learned men, by 
whoſe ſtudy and labours it was at length diſcovered, that 
no ſuch doctrine as that of tranſubſtantiation was con- 
tained in the New Teſtament, ſays; What they did for 
mankind was this, they exonerated chriſtianity of a weight 
which ſunk it. If indolence or timidity had checked theſe 
exertions, or ſuppreſſed the fruit and publication of theſe N 
inquiries, is it too much to affirm, that inſidelity would 
at this day have been univerſal P 


I would only aſk, whether the doctrine of the man 
Chriſt Jeſus, being the ſupreme God, and to be worſhiped 
as ſuch, has not a like tendency to generate infidelity. 


6260 
tures; A Acton 
— Pang 


ory in 9 countries, infidelity is 
known to commence generally from the ſame 
ſource, from their articles and creeds, which 
inculcate the doctrine that Jeſus Chriſt, who 
was born and lived in Judea, is the ſupreme 
God, and to be worſhiped by us; of which ef- 


feet I have been acquainted with many inſtances 


in the courſe of my life. 


We may not then heſitate to pronounce, that 
this doctrine of a man being the ſupreme. God, 
and the'worſhip of him, has been the cauſe of the 
riſe and progreſs of infidelity and atheiſm, among 
the thinking part of mankind, - in all chriſtian 
countnes ; ſo that it 1s only by the revival and 
ſpreading of the ſtrict doctrine of the divine unity, 
chat the kingdom of God, or the goſpel of Chriſt, 
can be fully eſtabliſned in the world. Jews and 
Mahometans will not pay the leaſt regard to any 
other kind of chriſtianity: A religion, they 
juſtly. ſay, which teaches the doctrine, that 


chere are more Gods than one, cannot be true, 


and miracles alleged in proof of it, muſt be 
illuſions. For God cannot contradi&t himſelf, 
or Sire his glory to Nen. 


The 


(Co 
The fame is the cafe with reſpect to all think- - 
ing intelligent . perſons in chriſtian countries. 
No abſtruſe metaphyſical reaſonings, will ever 
make them believe, chat three divine perſons 
make no more than one God; or that any man, 
that was ever born and lived in the world, was' 
the maker of it. Such crude, impoſſible aſ- 
ſertions, cauſe men to ſtumble at the threſhold, 
and to negle& all enquiry into the evidence of 
the fats on which chriſtianity is built ; ſo that 
it is condemned unheard. 5 


One may wonder, why the revival of the uni- 
tarian doctrine and worſhip did not take place 
ſooner, as there was no want of knowlege, of 
learning, or zeal, in thoſe few in ſeveral coun- 
tries, who ſtood up for it, and were ready to 
run any riſques in ſupport of it. 


Something perhaps might be owing to the in- 
conſiſtency, and obſtinate prejudices of Socinus 
and his followers; who, while they held our 
lord to be only a human being, maintained that 
he was to be worſhiped on account of the di- 
vine powers communicated to him, which made 
common perſons to look upon them as way- 
ward, whimſical perſons, who in their practice 
ſupported the divinity of Chriſt, which they de- 
. nied | 


(- 28 ) 

ned in words. In our own country, unitariaris 
continued to join in the worſhip of Chriſt as 
the ſupreme God, with trinitarians, which de- 
ſtroyed the effect of their own arguments, in 
reſpect of the worſhip of God alone. For 
every one that ſaw them, would conelude of 
courſe, that they muſt approve it, when they 

beheld them kneeling ' down and ne 
| Gs as they themſelves did. 


. in * mean de ſuch has ie 7 in- 
_ creaſe of infidelity, firſt among ſpeculative men, 
and then among the thoughtleſs and pleaſureable 
part of the world, who were glad to avail 
themſelves of their authority to get rid of 
uneaſy reſtraints on their ſenſual gratifications, 
that chriſtianity itſelf would have been in dan- 
ger of being intirely given up, if this great doc - 
trine of the unity of God, and the proper hu- 
manity of Chriſt, which ſupplies a ready and 
efficacious anſwer to ſome of their ſtrongeſt ob- 
jections, had not been ſeaſonably taught, and in 


ſuch a manner as to o e 2 very en, at- 
| de, | 4 


11 is not r any e religious 
ſentiment, any opinion of our own, which is 
frequently objected to us, that excites our zeal. 
In contending ſor the ſtrict unity of God, and 


( 29 ). 
that Jeſus, his meſſenger to us, was a man like 
ourſelves, we contend for the goſpel itfelf, as 
in this enlightened age, ſerious and rational in- 
quirers are not likely to be reconciled e 
Nee eee, lng c- 


A8 1 the colpeli is "AE choroaghdy un- 
derſtood, and its evidences duly attended to; 


when nothing apparently irrational is:propoſed 
to thinking and unprejudiced men; when they 
are invited to conſider a religion, which they 
cannot but acknowlege to be wortny of the 
great parent of mankind; a religion that ſim- 
plifies and exalts their ideas of God, which 
gives them clear views of their duty here, and 
reaſonable and moſt joyful expectations with 
reſpect to futurity, they will be induced to 
liſten to it; and it will, we cannot doubt, gain 
a firmer eſtabliſhment in the world to alkfuture 
ages, than it could poſſibly: have done without 
having gone through this _ and-difficult exa- 
tHination had payee" Tec root % 
4 ” 77 949594 115 irft id dais 
[39 "= 2105 ar rtog 
The great b of infidelity; taking its 
riſe, eſpecially at firſt, in young minds, from 
this cauſe, the deifying and worſhiping of Jeſus 
Chriſt; ſhould make thoſe who are ſenſible of its 
fatal I zealous and earneſt to pro- 
JOS 
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mote the worſhip of God alone. Our Saviour 
always preſumed chat his followers would make 
public proſeſſion of his religion, i. e. form 


not directly preſcribe it to them, as being un- 
neceſſary. For it was not a thing to be doubted, 
hat his immediate diſciples, who had been alſo 


 Moſes's:diſciples. and of his religion, now that 


they were become che diſciples of another 
miſter, would -accommodate the public, pro- 
ſeſſiaom of their new religion to that idea, and 
a8: ſuch hold it forth to che world. Our Lord 
emo make this public awning of him, to be a 
trial of che fidelity of his followers, ang of their 
attachment to him and his religion; in thoſe 
alem words, Hbo/vever therefore ſhall confeſs 
ane befureuneny bit will I confeſs allo before my 
Naber uobich is in heaven, But whoſoever ſbali 
Any the. before omen, bin will I alſo dem before 


Hat har which! is in heaven. Matt. x. 32. 33. 5 


And what Was arfeful for the firſt eſtabliſhment 
of chriſtianity, muſt be equally ſo for its re- 
eſtabliſhment, where its genuine and moſt im- 


portant doctrines have been perverted and 


nearly loſt; to make it eee and . 


bs to call GE to it. 


Ebbs being the Meſſiah, the ated 


prophet and webe: of God, was the con- 


jel on 


(9 
ion concerning him and his d which 
our Lord here intended. If therefore you are 
"fully perſuaded, that this was his character; 
that he was only the divinely anthorized teacher 
of the will of God, and not God himſelf; 
and are convinced that ſuch a ſhocking notion 
of him, firſt commencing from heathen Pi- 
loſophers, having gone forth early and been 
propagated for many ages unto the preſent day, 
when it is maintained. by all the great churches 
in Chriſtendom; has done infinite miſchief to 
the goſpel, created invincible prejudiees againſt 
it at all times and in all countries, and moſt 
particularly of late years, and alienated, great 
numbers from it; you will perceive, that your 
duty to Chriſt and to the truth, requires you to 
do nothing whereby you may encourage ſueh 
undue ſentiments of him ; I k) eſpecially not to 


88 „ 
a The acts Paul, in his nile of a caſe, 
where any doubt remained upon the mind concerning the 
lawfulneſs of an action, has given it intirely againſt com- 
pliance. I 4now and am perſuaded by the Lord Feſus, 
ſays he, ſpeaking of the piousſcruples of ſome. jewiſh 
converts, that there is nothing uneleam of -it/elf, ide. that no 

| kind of ſood js forbidden as impure ber to bin that = 
eftcemeth any thing to be unclean to bim it is uncle. 
Happy is he that condemneth not hitfelf in that thing wvhich 
be alloweth e but he that doubteth is condemned if he gat; 
for what/atwer is not of” Faith, (i. 8. is not done with a full 
f 4 , * Wels le -, " perſuaſion 
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frequent the worſhip; of him as God, when you 
are abſolutely convinced that he is not intitled 


to, ſuch regards, and ae e 708, to 


A $0 God only. lebende 1 

„ Main bed zen bine 19930 115 22 But 
perſuaſion of the bene, it,) . Rom: xx 14, 
Wa halle N erty Tt 65 rr; 44 


It maſt be owned = ry chere may be peculiar 
firuations f in life, Which may incline ſome to doubt, whether 


greater bod may not accrue from an unitarian chriſtian 


ſometimes attending trinitarian worſhip." The inftances 

can be but rare. But where this is done, the perſons 
ſhould (80 without diſguiſe, and let their real ſentiments be 
known z; as in the remarkable caſe of the captain of the 
army of the kin of Syria, Naaman faid ; foal! n not there 


then,- I pray thee, be given to thy Jer want two mulet burden 
of tutrbf for thy' ſervant will benceforth offer neither Burut- 


Mein nor" ſacrifice' unto" other gous, but uma rb Lou. 


In this thing the Loan perdox thy Servants. that when 
my maſter goeth into the houſe of Rimmon 10 worſhip there, 


and be leaneth on my hand, and I bow myſelf in the houſe of 


Rimmon ; when 1 bow down myſelf in the bouſe of Rimmon, 


the. Lok pardes * ee it . 018 e v. 
17> S443 144), — 


The ſafe fide aorta to-refrain ren we end 


e s ejected mitiſlers after the Reſtoration in 
1660, mat he expreſſed in bis laſt hours great ſatisfac-. 


ion in his nonconformiry, declaring,” that if he had 
\complied, he ſhould; have been afraid to die; whereas, 
-as the caſe ſtood, he no more dreaded to die than to go 


out of the door; and thut were the thing to be done 


gain; he would rather ſuffer the greateſt e than 


| to yield to'what was required of him. zes NN Nen M 


Calamz's Account of ejected Miniſters, &c. vol. ii. p. 338. 
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But it muſt ever be remembered, there is 
one requiſite for promoting the coming of the 
Holineſs of ifs kingdom of God, the ſucceſs of the 
indiſpenſallyne- goſpel, which muſt be with all care 


0 70 
| | — 2 attended to, or all endeavours to 


eie of thegoſpel. free its doctrines and worſhip from 

+ heatheniſm and ſuperſtition, will be abortive, 
and fail in recommending it to the unbelieving 
world; I mean the adorning it by a holy and 
virtuous life. This is well underſtood to be the 
deſign of all true religion, ſo that it will be in 
vain to attempt to recommend any ſyſtem of it, 
unleſs it come ſo exemplified, and anſwer this 
important end. And the aim of the goſpel 
moſt evidently is to enlighten the minds, and 
to purify the heart, and reform the manners of 
men; and the former only with a view to the 
latter, becauſe our true happineſs in an eminent 
degree depends upon it. 


Let us then ſhew by our whole demeanour, 
that the zeal which we expreſs for what we 
deem important truth, is not ſo much for the. 
Se of the truth itſelf; but that we eſteem it 
| de be important, in proportion to its happy | 
moftal tendency, in amending the tempers, and 

regulating the behaviour of men, in their ſeveral 
relations of life ; and in the degree that our own 
_ tempers are amended, and our manners and 
"D== converſation 
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converſation influenced by it. For better cer- 
tainly would it be to remain plunged in the 
depths of ignorance and ſuperſtition, than to 
hold the pureſt doctrine in conjunction with 
vicious and immoral practice. And as we are 
able to appeal to the virtuous examples of thoſe 
who have ſtood up for the principle of the 
divine unity and the proper humanity of Chriſt 


in former times, I truſt that we ſhall none of 


us be found to diſgrace a good cauſe, or thoſe 


who have gone before us in it (/ 7. 


But there is one W of virtue in parti- 


cular, which above all others: chriſtians ſhould 


E ly th 
E 42 be careful to cultivate, as through 


nevolence. to. their neglect of it, the goſpel has 
wards allohir been undeſervedly traduced and 
-chriflians and 

all men. miſrepreſented, _ from very early 


times, and multitudes rendered averſe to it; I 


mean, a temper of love and kindneſs towards 
one another and towards all men, notwithſtand- 


Ing any difference of religious. ſentiments. 


Nothing is inculcated more plainly and di- 
realy, by Chriſt our heavenly maſter, than this, 
that we are to love and do good to all, without 
= reſerve whatever. © Love * enemies, bleſs 

them 


6 1) Net 45 age. who pave gone before us, See the 
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them that curſe you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which deſpitefully uſe you 
and perſecute you; that ye may be the children of 
your Father which is in heaven; for be maketh 

bis ſun to riſe on the evil and on the good, and 
ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt. Matth. 
v. 44. 45. And Joh. xiii. 34. 35. A new com- 
mandment I give unto you, that ye love one another. 
As I have loved you, that ye alſo love one another. 
By this ſball all men know, that ye are my diſciples, 
if ye have love one to another. Obſerve—not if 
ye hold this or that doctrine, not if ye think 

ſo and ſo of me, and my character: but,—if ye 
have love one to another, | | 


et notwithſtanding theſe plain injun&tions, 
and peremptory demands of their religion, the 
hiſtory of | chriſtians, after they had worldly 
power put into their hands, or the power of 
the world took part with any particular ſect, is 

in a great meaſure, the hiſtory of animoſities, 
quarrels, and perſecutions of each other, on 
account of their different opinions ; often about 
points concerning which they might have con- 
tinued to differ to the end of the world, with- 
out any detriment to their png” or Mats 
8 . | WY, OW : 
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We had hope of this intolerant ſpirit being 
_ diminiſhed and in a way to be extinguiſhed 
in our own country, till within theſe two or 
three years paſt, it broke out all at once, to 
the great terror of a large diſtrict, and the 
irreparable loſs and injury of many excellent 
perſons, and valuable citizens, of one much 
injured, and unjuſtly Ne great name 
TO are. 


The api alſo forcad elf to acher parts of 
the kingdom, and has yet by no means ſub- 
„ -.1 
The late learned, an reſpectable Biſhop 
 Lowth, in a juſtly admired diſcourſe on our 
preſent ſubject, after having mentioned the 
miſchiefs and miſeries produced by the diſputes 
and quarrels of chriſtians with one another, 
and the hindrance thereby put to the progreſs 
. the goſpel, makes ern. remark. 


«c Bun, thanks, be to God; we ſeem at preſent 
ro have à better proſpect before us; whatever 
other reaſons we may have to complain of our 
© own age, yet it muſt bg allowed that a ſpirit of 

true chriſtian charity, and benevolence, and 
moderation, hath of late prevailed among us, 
beyond the example of former times. A more 
Ts and generouy way of thinking and acting, 
with 


88 

with regard to thoſe that differ from us, is 
every day gaining ground; and hath already 
had viſible effects in allaying former animoſities 
and jealouſies, and ſeems making way for re- 
concilement and unity. The different ſects of 
proteſtants ſeem to have loſt much of that bit- 
terneſs and diſtaſte, which hath ſo long unrea- 
ſonably reigned between them, and to be every 
day drawing nearer to one another.”  Lowth's 

Sermon at the viſitation of the 927 7 Durbam, 


Juby 27, 1758. 


One cannot but be concerned, that in the 
ſpace of ſo very few years, this pleaſing picture 
ſhould be ſo much reverſed, and theſe promiſ- 
ing tokens of an approaching cordiality and 
union among the differing ſects of chriſtians . 
ſeem to vaniſh quite away. It would be no 
difficult taſk, however, to point out ſome of 
the cauſes which have been operating inſenſibly 
for ſome late years, and have changed the 
milder diſpoſitions of many of the clergy and 
 Hity of all ranks, towards diffenters, and ex- 

cited that moſt violent antipathy againſt them, 
which at this moment ſhews itſelf in the man- 
ners of ſome, and the language of moſt. 


But notwithſtanding theſe facts, I flatter my- | 
| Enn ns bv 
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means generally prevalent; and that on the con- 
trary, there is a ſpirit of candour, and gentle for- 
bearance of all ſects and perſuaſions towards each 
other gone forth, which is ſpreading itſelf ſilently 
through the nation; and which has been much 
owing to the diſcuſſions of the great queſtions, 
concerning religious liberty, and the genuine 
temper of the goſpel, which have been made 
for half a century paſt, and to the light and 
knowlege and juſt principles, which have 
thereby been diſſeminated. 


This place of public worſhip in which we 
we are aſſembled is no ſmall proof of it. 
Although it is founded on the principle of the 
worſhip, of the church eſtabliſhed being di- 
rected to wrong objects, and ſuch as we cannot 
on that account conſcientiouſly frequent, there 
is not perhaps a chriſtian ſociety, in this great 
city, for its numbers, more reſpectable or re- 
ſpected than ours, and ſuch it has been from 
the very firſt of its inſtitution. This ſhews 
that there are not a few, who are much come 
off from their former rigour and prejudices. 
and that they can ſee others of their fellow 
chriſtians worſhip God in a different way from 
themſelves without being offended at is And 
I have no doubt of our going on to be more 
and more reſpected, whilſt we adhere to the 

| - Juſt 
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juſt and liberal principle with which we firſt ſet 
out, and from which I have never knowingly 
deviated ; viz. never to arraign or condemn 
other churches, or chriſtian ſocieties, for their 
different worſhip or opinions, who have a right 
to judge for themſelves, as much as you have; 
and above all never to think, or to inſinuate, 
that other chriſtians, or any perſons whatſoever, 
will be deprived of the divine favour, or fare 
worſe in the other world, becauſe they, do not 
entertain your ſentiments of the Divine Being, 
or of Jeſus Chriſt, or follow your mode of 
worſhip; if they act *. to all the light the | 
have. 


Thus will chriſtianity attain perhaps its moſt 
perfect form here below: not in an unifor- 
mity, and agreement in opinion on all points, 
among its profeſſors; a thing impoſſible, 
though rivers of blood have been ſhed, and 
the world's peace diſturbed in all ages to ac- 
compliſh it: but in an uniformity and agree- 
ment in this one point, not to look with 
jealouſy or an evil eye upon a fellow chriſtian, 
of whatever denomination, having equal civil 
rights and privileges, or uſing that liberty of 
judging for himſelf, which no one can exer- 
ciſe for him; but to embrace him with love 
een and to be ready to do him all 

1 | kind 
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kind offices, notwithſtanding the wideſt dif- 
ference of religious opinion; and to be per- 
ſuaded, that all who are virtuous and ſincere, 
will meet in heaven at laſt, though here they 
may n to take nn roads to it. 


And this conduct will in beg on an 
uniformity and agreement in all important 
points, eſpecially in the one great object of divine 
worſhip, ſo much to be deſired, and ſo much 
wanted, which 1s now only retarded by thoſe 


prejudices and animoſities which deſtroy all 


calm reflection, and blind and prevent us from 
perceiving the plaineſt and moſt evident truths, 


1 | : Concluſion. 


I have thus delivered my ſentiments concern- 


ing the importance of the principle of the divine 


unity, which binds and unites us together, 
and the relation it bears to virtuous praQtice, 
and the ſtrong demands which it makes of it; 


concluding with an exhortation to unite chriſtian 


zeal with chriſtian charity, which the apoſtle 


calls, the fulfilling of the 22 che bond 1 24855 
? neſs. " Uh 


j? 


155 . en, I bid you finally fare- 
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wel. And having for many years earneſtly de- 
fired and endeavoured, however weakly, to 
ferve you in the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and to promote your virtue and everlaſting 
happineſs, I commit you to God, and his over- 
ruling providence: for however diligently 
others may plant and water, the increaſe and 
the fruits are to be expected from him. | 


It is a peculiar ſatisfaction to me to leave 
the ſociety in ſo flouriſhing and harmonious a 
ſtate ; and ſo long as it ſhall pleaſe the ſupreme 
arbiter of life and death to prolong my days, 
it will chear them to live near you, to behold 
your numbers to increaſe, and your improvement 
in every thing good and excellent, 


I ſhall alſo rejoice in every effort made to 
promote the coming of God's kingdom. And 
what can be more honourable, than to be in- 
ſtruments in the hands of God, in enlightening | 
the minds of our fellow-creatures, and contti- 
buting to the purity and ſpreading of the divine 
truth of the goſpel, which can alone effectually 
reform the world, and make all mankind Vit- 
tuous and happy? : 
I can never be ſufficiently thankful to the 
| bounty of divine providence, in raiſing, up a 

thi number 


— 


te} 
number of ſerious and” generous friends, whey 
alone, and deſtitute of all means to ſet on foot this 
place of worſhip, to concur in the deſign ; and 
for all the ſupport continued by them and others 
to the 3 day. | 


Many of them however have been called away 
before me, and are gone to their long reſt. I alſo 
_ ſoon __ my courſe. 


Happy, thrice happy ; if both they, 4 Wwe 
that are leſt, may be found worthy objects of 
the divine mercy, and meet together at the re- 
ſurrection at the laſt day, never to be ſeparated 
more; when all the children of God, that have 
been ſcattered abroad ſhall be gathered together, 
and we ſhall join in a more perfect worſhip of 
the one God and Father of all, than we- have 
been able, with all our beſt endeavours, to at- 
tain to here below; when we ſhall be enab ed 
to trace back the wonderful ways, and deſcry 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of the divine adminiſ. 


tration, both in permitting mankind to wander 


ſo long in the paths of ignorance and darkneſs, 
and in recovering them out of it. And as no 
energies in the cauſe of truth and virtue are 
loſt, we may perhaps have the felicity to per- 
ceive, that we, in our narrow ſpheres, have been 
honoured with being made inſtruments of good 
| 10 


* 
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in the hands of our Maker ; and particularly, 
that our humble and honeſt teſtimony againſt ſo 
early and laſting a corruption of the honour 
and worſhip due to him alone, had its benefi- 
cial effects in the great ſcheme of his provi- 
dence, in bringing forward that more perfect 
ſtate of things which we look for, when know- 
lege ſhall increaſe, and benevolence be uni- 
verſal,* and the kingdoms of this world become 
the kingdoms of our Lord (Jehovah) and his 
Chriſt, and he ſhall reign for ever and ever. 
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IT may ferve to remove unworthy prejudices, 
and to promote the deſign of this diſcourſe, 
to ſhew in- one or two inftances, how un- 
deferved have been the aſperſions of the moral 
characters of thoſe chriſtians, who have held 
Jeſus Chriſt to be man only, and not God. 


_— Concerning thoſe called heretics, in the age 

joining that of the apoſtles, I ſhall only ſay in 
general, that notwithſtanding - great extravagan- 
cies of ſpeculative opinion relating to the cre- 
ation of the world, and numberleſs orders of ſpi- 
ritual beings, &c. &c. the product of their own 
imaginations, they were ſtrict Unitarians, - be- 
lieving in the ſelf-exiſtent, ineffable Father, and 


2 that all other beings were derived from him; 


and holding Chriſt to have been a human being 
only, 


* 1 — diſgrace theſe who baut gout before 
ut. 8 


( 1 


only, who excelled all other men in virtue, 
and was indued with extraordinary divine powers. 
This affords additional hiſtoric teſtimony, if 
needed, to aſſure us, that the doctrine of the 
divine unity was that of the apoſtles, and of 
the chriſtians immediately 1 them. 


As to the fon heads gala theſe 

men, both by the ancients and moderns, of their 
maintaining that there was no. difference of 
actions, and of practiſing the groſſeſt impurities 
in their aſſemblies, Beauſobre in his hiſtory of 
the Manicheans, and Lardner after him in his 
hiſtory of Heretics, have ſhewn the improba- 
bility of all ſuch charges, and that they were 
merely the miſreprefentations of enemies, who 
did not think that there was. any thing too bad 
to ſay of and to father upon thoſe whoſe opinions 


* they diſliked; therein | copying the manner 


and example of their heathen adverſaries, who 
invented and publiſhed the ſame vile things re- 
lating to the firſt chriſtians. One is ſorry to 
obſerve, that this temper of hlackening an 
opponent's moral character ſtill whhfts among 
the followers of Chriſt. 


The much injured Servetus, whatever calum- 
nies have been unjulty fixed upon his name, 
f Was 
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was a perſon of great piety, and irreproachable 
life ; and though he was burnt alive purely for 
not thinking ſo highly of Jeſus Chriſt as his 
perſecutors, and for openly avowing and pro- 
pagating his ſentiments, one would have ex- 
pected their reſentments would have been paci- 
fied, when they could not but know, that he re- 
verenced Chriſt ſo highly as to pray to him. 


a a late publication, /+ {$6 8 on 
chriſtian idolatry,” p. iv. Introduction; men- 
tioning,, Servetus's calling upon Chriſt in the 
- midſt of the flames that conſumed him, I gave 
ſome i intimation, that it was the frequent prac- 


tice of this truly honourable chriſtian martyr; 


to invoke Chriſt in his devotions. I ſhall take 
: this opportunity of giving one or two ſamples, 
putting in the margin“ his own words, which 
will be acgeptadle to the curious, 


The author whom 1 tranſcribe, thou 4 ſevere 


in his cenſure of thoſe who denied Chriſt's di- 
| vinity, 
» p. 352. Qua conddedits; « ac perſuaſione, quod Deus 
per ipfum loquatur, quantoque zelo opus molitus fuit, 
(ſeilicet Reſtitutioni: Chriftiani/mi) ex varils libri loets 
comparet, quod ex verbis brevioris proœmii quoque colligi 
poteſt, cui hae precum formula ſinem imponit. 
„ Chriſte- Jeſu, fili dei, qui de cœlo nobis datus, dei 
tatem patefactam in teipſo viſibilem manifeſtas, teipſum 
mn ſervo tuo, ut manifeſtatio tanta vere patefiat. Spi- 


ritym 
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vinity, is nevertheleſs-upon the whole a candid 
man. He thus introduces the ſubject; 


Wich what zeal and earneſtneſs Servetus 
undertook his work concerning the reſtoration 
of chriſtianity, and in the full perſuaſion and 
confidence that God therein ſpoke by him, 
appears in various paſſages of that book, and 
ritum tuum bonum et verbum efficax petenti nunc tribue, 
mentem meam et calamum dirige, ut divinitatis tuæ glo- 
riam poſſim enarrare, et veram de te fidem exprimere, 
Cauſa hac tua eſt, et tuam a patre, et ſpiritus tui gloriam 
explicans, quæ divino quodam impulſu tractanda ſeſe mihi 
obtulit, cum de veritate tua eſſem ſolicitus, tractare 
aliquando cœpi; et nune iterum tractare eogor, quia com- 
pletum eſt vere tempus, ut ex rei ipſius certitudine, et 


ex ſignis temporum manifeſtjs, ſum nunc piis omnibus 
oſtenſurus. 


: . ; 

—— Lucernam non eſſe abſcondendam, ut nos docuifti ; ut 
væ mihi fit, niſi evangelizem? Cauſa communis omnibus 
chriſtianis agitur, cui omnes tenemur. 2571 


P. 353. Partis tertiz librum primum hoc ſaſpirio 
claudit : «* Da ſervo tuo, militi tuo, ut contra draconem, 
ſerpentem, diabolum, qui poteſtatem. beſtiz, i. e. * 
dedit, potentia tua magna viriliter pugnet.“ 


In epiſt, ad Pepinum, ob hanc ipſam militiam ibi 


mortem prædixit. Mihi ob eam rem moriendum eſſe 


eerto ſeio: ſed non propterea animo e ut fam diſs 
cipulus ſimilis præceptori.“ 
| Bock. Hiſtoria Antitrinitariorum, Tomus ſecundus, 17844 


| 168 
preface, which. he finiſhes with this prayer. 


0 Chriſt Jeſus, Son of God, ho waſt 
given to us from heaven, that the Deity might 
be viſibly manifeſted in thee'z reveal thyſelf to 
thy ſervant, that ſo great a manifeſtation may 
effectually/be made known. Beſtow now upon 
thy: ſupplicant thy good ſpirit and powerful 
word, direct my mind and my pen, that I may 
declare the glory of thy divinity, and explain 
the true faith concerning thee. It is thy own 
cauſe, and a theme, which by a divine impulſe 
offered itſelf to my mind to be diſcuſſed, ..as I 
was attempting to unfold thy glory and that of 
thy ſpirit from the Father, and anxiouſly in- 
quiring about thy truth. I formerly undertook 
the work, but am now compelled to it; be- 
' cauſe the ſraſon is now fully come, as from 
ſeſt· ſigns of the time, I am about to ſhew to all 
the truly good. — Our light is not 
to be hidden, as thou haſt taught us; ſo that 
voi be unto. me, if I preach not the goſpel! It 
is the common cauſe of all chriſtians,” in which 
we are all bound to exert ourſelves.” “ 


+ The firſt book of the third part he concludes 
with this pious aſpiration. - © Grant to thy 
bt FR oe | t. 
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frvant, thy ſoldier, that by thy poi l. may 


manfully fight againft the dragon, the ſerpent, 
the devil, eta waned e 
he rods en 


s Kite" t 6 lend his Bon 1 hs 


is bo loſe his Uſe in this conflict. I. cer. 
tainly know, that I ſhall die in this cauſe: 


but I am not therefore diſheartened, ſo that 1 


may but act W orgy 
maſter.” ; 


In the life-time of Dr. Clarke, Rector of 
St. James's, Weſtminſter ; and for many years 
after, beyond the middle of the preſent century, 
the name of Arian I remember, in my youth, 


to have been a name full of horror with the great 


majority in all places, who held Chriſt to be the 
ſupieme God, and could not bear to have him 
leſſened and ſunk into the condition of an infe- 


rior Being, though allowed to be next in time 


and dignity to the Almighty Father; which was 
the ſentiment of Dr, Clarke, and became in 
time very generally embraced by the Jearned 


clergy and laity, and thoſe alſo among the more 


Ne through the nation. Ing 
Bos this NES 

airely links hounh aß for e ka Gm erb ac 

vpwards, ſince Dr. Lardner's Letter on the 


E Logos 
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Logos came out; wherein it was proved from 
the ſcriptures, by arguments which have never 
been confuted, that Chriſt was only 'a human 
being; and the term of Socinian hath ſucceeded 
into its place, from F. Socinus, a principal 
perſon. among thoſe who revived this opinion 
at the time of the Reformation. And many now 
cannot endure this name, or the company of thoſe 
to whom it is attached. But this can only pro- 
ceed from prejudice, and from great ignorance 
of the ſcriptures, and of the character of Socinus 
himſelf. For he is juſtly to be reckoned among 
the moſt eminent ſervants of God. Like the 
apoſtles he left his country, family, friends and 


fortune, for the truth of the goſpel, eſpecially © 


what it taught concerning the one true God, 
travelling about in the midſt of difficulties and 
dangers, to bring others to the knowlege of it. 
Actuated not by a ſpirit of fanaticiſm, but from 
full conviction of the divine authority of che 
ſcriptures, aſter ſober inquiry, and a moſt diligent 
Rudy of them. If he felt into one moſt un- 
charitable error, by inſiſting ſo much on the 
religious worſhip of Jeſus. Chriſt, though he 
believed him only to be a man, ſo as not to 
Allow thaſe to be chriſtians who did not think 
it right to. pray to him as he did; he is ſurely 
to be excuſed for ſuch a fault. Who among us 
i perſect? Of ill interpreters, as one well ob- 
ſerves; he explaineth the precepts of Chriſt in the 
980 171% . bin 10 0051 ü 
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ſtricteſt manner, and windeth up the lives of men 


to the higheſt ſtrains of holineſs.” And his 
own example fell not ſhort of what he taught 
to others. All his writings, particularly his 
letters, breathe a ſpirit of fervent piety. And 
if zeal for the hononr of God, and conſtant 
labours for the good of mankind, and to pro- 
mote the ſucceſs of the goſpel,, with an un- 
ſpotted purity of life, will intitle to honour and 
diſtinction in the future world, as certainly they 
will, this reformer and confeſſor, Socinus, will 
be high in the divine favour, and near his 
revered and honoured maſter, Jeſus. And 
many who ignorantly condemned him and his 
writings as hurtful and impious, will then be 
.glad to obtain a place near him, when 

E 2 ſuperior 


®* Of this number aſſuredly will be that ingenious man 


and pious divine, Dr. Iſaac Watts, if his ſentiments were 
- not already changed before his death ; who was once ſo 
immoderately vehement (yet but like too many others 
now) againſt Socinians, that in one of his works, he 
intimates, that the ſcriptures did not warrant him to 
extend his charity to them, and that they are expoſed to 


a ſentence, from which he prays that the grace of God 


may recover and preſerve them. In a poem alſo on Mr. 
Locke's Annotations, 'he makes an apology for invoking 
the help of Charity to find Mr. Locke in heaven, by in- 
timating, that he could not have done this, had he not 


concluded from his explanation of Rom. v. 21. that he | 
was not a Socinian. *© How ſtrongly, , remarks that truly 


amiable and excellent perſon, Dr. Price, (cum illo fit 
anima mea in futurs ſeculs ! )- does this ſhew, that allow- 
ances 


( 52 ) 
fuperior light will have diſperſed thoſe clouds 
af errot and prejudice, which continually pre- 
| - dur difti iſ * } q N properly here, 


2 conſequently our N one another as w 
ought to do. | 34) 


Aces ought fomnetiimes/2 to be ads even for Cala 


neſs ? And what a proof is it of the unhappy influence f 


ihe prejudices'to which we are all liable, and which often 
contra and darken the beſt minds? - Sermons on the 
Chrifian Doctrine, Ec. P · 94+ | 


Dr. Watts thus paints Locke's atten, to receive 
* a chriſtianity as he would recommend to him. 
- Reaſon could ſcarce ſuſtain to-ſee | | 
Th“ Almighty One, th? Eternal Threes : 
Or hear the Infant Beis; 
2 Starce could her pride deſcend to own 
Her Maker fiooping from his throne; + / 
q eas” dreſt in glories ſo unknown. 
A ranſom'd world, a bleeding God, 
And Heav'n apprar'd with flowing Blood 
Were themes too 2 to be underſtood; 
Here Lyrice. p. 182, / 


3 
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Thee Onki Ged an, infant, Go bleeding 5 Heaven ape 
sd cash bleed 1: Happily revelation's light as well 
as reaſen utterly diſcountenance every ſuch idea of God, 
and all ſch-doQrines, Otherwiſe mankind would be too 
well juſtiſed in rejeQing the goſpel, and it is from ſuch 
miſrepreſentations as this miſtaken good man (holds forth, 
that multitudes have rejected, and ſtill reject jt. 
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91 The Catechiſt: Or an Inquiry concerning the only 
true God, and Object of Worlhip, 1ſt. you 1781, 
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